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FOREWORD

Across from my office at the Srebrenica Memorial Center, there is a whitegtoy building with a conspicuous

balcony. In July 1995, | remember this balcony as having been crowded with men, newly separated from th
families, robbed of their possessicasd documents, and awaiting transport to one of the mass executions sites
the Bosnian Serimilitary had designated in Eastern Bosnia. Driving by on my way to work, | often see clothing
hung up to dry on t he Tdday|te® isymefamily lesing centiortdblg in teisihduse. t «

Rarely, if ever, has a genocide been as normalized as the genocide against the Bosniaks. It is a process v
began simultaneously with the genocide ifselbt only with the expansive covarp campaign of its
perpetrators, but with the rhetorical onslaught of minimization undertaken by the international community. The
term o0ethnic cleansing, 6 coined in the 1990s by
quickly taken up by international pdits as a means to circumvent less morally, legally, and politically ambiguou:
terminology. Across the globe, Serb policies in Bosnia and Herzegovina were conceptualized not as genoci

but as oOethnic cleansing; 6 maoi oastfansédrdépant a
rather as a regrettable bgroduct of war.

In this as well as all its other manifestations, denial is an inextricable part of genocide. It allows both perpetrato
and bystanders to exculpate themselves frierlings of guilt by excluding the victims from their own moral
universe, in which right and wrong, crime and punishment, are clearly defined.



This year marks twentjive years since the genocidal operation in and around Srebrenica as part of wide ant
sygematic three and half years long attempt to eradicate Bosniaks as a nation and Bosnia and Herzegovina :
state. It also marks twentfive years of genocide denial. Rather than abating with time, denial of genocide ha
only grown more insidious in receryearsi locally, regionally, as well as internationally.

Fight against genocide denial is now more urgent than ever before. Also, the time is ripe for the Memoric
Center to assume a leading role in this struggle. While it has existed as an institution since 2001, the Memor:
Center has necessarily been preopcu ed wi th the sober responsibilit
dead. With this task nearing completion, the Srebrenica Memorial Center is embarking on a new chapter in it
development. As we continue to grow as an institution, we not only exlgaur capacities to honor the memory

of Srebrenicaf6s victims, we situate ourselves at
This report is the first of what | hope will be many future Memorial Center publications to this end.thsrau

is a foreign national, who is fiercely dedicated and with a keen mind for research. Her work on this report anc
other projects has allowed our message to reach ever wider international audiences.

We had intended to release both the original reporhch the Bosnian translation in earApril. Then the
pandemic struck.

In the midst of this crisis, we are releasing the first annual report on denial of the Srebrenica genocide. We ha
made this decision, not for the sake of supplying thoygbwoking reading material to the general public to
pass the time in isolation (although this is certainly a consequence), but rather to provide some of our reader
with a different context through which to understand the current situation. We in Bosnia and Herzegbsave

been told so many times over the past three decades that our experience is not relevant, or at least not in the
way we believe it to be.

Now, across the globe, many are being forced to contemplate, for the first time in their lives, the passibilit
inherent in the brealdown of civil society, shortages of food, inaccessibility of medical care, not to mention the
possibility of the endangerment or loss of loved ones on a large scale.

As you rise to confront these challenges, we hope that youfimidl strength in the resilience of others.We ask
you to remember that the world of anxiety and uncertainty which is emerging from this crisis is one that we in
Bosnia and Herzegovina have inhabited for decades and which we will likely continue toimésective of
the pandemi cds outcome. Genocide deni al i s one of
to survive this crisis.When the world surmounts this critical junction and most return to their normal lives, we
will still be plagued with uncertainty. We will still be at the risk of renewed political violence. In light of the new
perspective that many around the world will have gained from this experience, we hope that you will be with u:
in the fight against denial and theugjgle to prevent genocide

Dr. Emir Suljagi L
Director
The Srebrenica Memorial



THE SREBRENICA MEMORIAL

Established by decision of the High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2000, the Srebrenica Memc
(full name: SrebrenieR o t o Memprial and Cemetery for the Victims of the 1995 Genocide) is a place of
remembrance for the victims of the 1995 Srebrenica genocide. The Mem@eialer is dedicated to the
preservation of history and to confronting the forces of ignorance aaidd which make genocide possible.

Genocide denial and islamophobia remain serious obstacles to peace and reconciliation in Bosnia &
Herzegovina. At the Srebrenica Memorial, we understand the danger posed by historical revisionism to th
processes of gacebuilding and transitional justice. We are committed to confronting the pernicious forces
which seek to deny the historical experience of the Bosnian people through abastsl approach which
promotes tolerance, inteethnic dialogue, and reconciiian.



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Following the disintegration of Yugoslavia in the early nineteeeties,forces gatheed around sehdeclared
0Serb Republic of @tesknowaasRepublikatbpikavith the supportaobthe Serbian
government in Belgradelaunched a war of aggression which culminated in July 1995 with the Srebrenic:
genocide. In just over one weekrmed forces of Republika Srpska (hereinafter: VR@Y its police forces
executed ove 8,000 BosniakBosnian Musliminen and boys, and deported rougt#$ 000 women, children,
and elderly from the nominally declared UN O6safe
of these crimes and unanimous rulings by multiple ma@onal courts, denial of the Srebrenica genocide persists
to this dayi not just in Serbia and the Sedominated parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina, but around the world.

This report identifies the followingalking points and tactics as the most frequentlyused in denial of
Srebrenica genocide:

Di sputing the Number and | de n tRevisiorest atterhpt t&mirgntize e n
the death toll of 8,372 victims of the Srebrenica genocide, despite the forensic evidence and legal consen:
substantating this figure. They additionally refute the identity of the known victims and the circumstances
of their deaths in order deny that genocide against Bosn{BlosniarMuslim$ took place in Srebrenica.

Theories of an International Anti  -Serb Conspiracy used to Undermine the International

Courts : Deniers seek to undermine the legitimacy of the international courts whose investigations anc
judgments affirmed the facts of the Srebrenica genocide. The most common approach relies on fabricat
theories of international conspiracy and aStrb bias within these legal institutions and the international
community at large. Deniers also repudiate the international legal consensus by exploiting perceive
ambiguities in the UN Genocide Convention ineffort to discredit findings of genocidal intent and central
direction in the Srebrenica operation.

Historically Revised Narratives which Glorify War Criminals and Bolster Serbian
Nationalism:  Public and political figures promulgate historically codattual narratives in which the
roles of victim and perpetrator in the Srebrenica genocide are completely reversed. Factually basele:
discourses of Serbian victimhood and Bosniak aggression embolden pernicious strains of nationali
already welgroundedin Serbian society. This phenomenon can be observed throughout Serb dominatec
parts of the former Yugoslavia, manifest in divisive practices such as the public canonization of convict
war criminals, the normalization of hardline Serbian nationalist signéind alternative historical curricula
taught in public school3hrough institutions as well as popular culture, this triumphalism is passed down
to post-war generations.

In the past year alone, a number of alarming incidents bear testimony to th&gsen of historical revisionism
surrounding the Srebrenica genocide. The followsage studies are presented in this report to illuminate
emergent patterns in local, regional, and international denial of the Srebrenica genocide:

A The New RS Investigativ e Commissions on the Srebrenica genocide
A Developments in the Municipality of Srebrenica
A Nobel Prize in Literature Awarded to Peter Handke



The intensification of Srebrenica genocide denial is wholly consistent with broader global trends-imimight
extremism, Islamophobia, and Holocaust revisionism. In order to combat these dangerous developments, tl
Srebrenica Memorial calls on individuals and organizations around the world to use all resources and platforr
at their disposal to speak out against démfathe genocide in Srebrenica. To political and civil society actors,
we make the following speciffecommendations:

To International Actors and Policy Makers Abroad:

A

A

A

Educate the Public. Partner with individuals and organizations educating the world about the
Srebrenica genocide. Observe the annual Srebrenica Remembrance Day on July 11th and orgar
commemorative events at the national and local levels.

Legislate Against Denial. Supportlaws which ban genocide denial as a form of hate speech designed
to incite violence against minorities.

Take a Stand on the World Stage. Prioritize genocide acknowledgment for international
cooperation and avoid complicity by taking a principled standestdareign actors engaging in genocide
denial. Protect vulnerable communities and activists from discrimination and violence at home an
abroad.

To Political and Civil Society Actors in Bosnia and Herzegovina:

A

A

A

Advocate for Education Reform. A standardzed curriculum which acknowledges the Srebrenica
genocide must be implemented across Bosnia and Herzegovina. Encourage field trips ai
commemorative events in Bosnian schools as a way to combat denial and promote tolerance.
Adjudicate War Crimes and Legisl ate Denial. Continue to support legislation banning denial of
the Srebrenica genocide at the state, entity, and local levels of government.

Speak Out Against Denial and Support Relevant Institutions. Use your political influence to
speak out against genocide denial. Support institutions like the Srebrenica Memndrisociations of
genocide sur vi v o wsoareandagedinche fight againstdemal. | i e s
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The Socialist Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina was the most religiously and ethnically diverse of the
constituent Republics of the former Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (SFRY). According to the last p
war census in 1991, it was comprisefiroughly 43% BosnigBosniarMuslim3,' 31% Serbs, and 17% Croats,

with the remaining 8% identifying either as 0Yug:«

Following the disintegration of the SFRY in 1991, the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina declared
indgpendence on March 1st, 1992. Although this move was soon recognized by the international community,
was staunchly opposed RadovarK a r a ahdfthie political leadership ahe Bosnian Serb ethnic community,
who had declared themselves an autonomou® $egion within Bosnia and Herzegovina, later called Republika
Srpska (RS).

Sefdecl|l ared 0Serb Republiclied BgsnhihaiangriEdsrdegovi
support of the MiloGevil r e giAmay (JNA), laGhehedd bautalamardof t
aggression which lasted from April 1992 until November 1995iT¢empaign in Bosnia and Herzegovina relied
on the policy and tactics of ethnic cleansing to purge the territory of its Bosniak and Croat populatiomkein o

~

to advance the of O6Greater Serbia. o

The Srebrenica genocide in July 1995 was the culmination of the Serbian genocidal opérmtienmination

of Bosniaksn Bosniaand Herzegovindn a matter of days, over 8,0@bsniakmen and boys were systematically
executed, anaver 25000 women, children, and eldesyere forcibly deported. Twentyfive years later, despite
overwhelming forensic evidence and the unanimous rulings of multiple international criminal courts, denial «
the Srebrenica genocide remains rampant.

! Authors Note: The termBosniakdenotes the Muslim population of Bosnia and Herzegovina. In this reBosiakand Bosnian
Muslimare hereinafterused interchangeably for the sake of variegated diction, at the stylistic discretion of the author.

For more information about the complerlationship between religious, ethnic, and national identities in the former Yugoslav
territories, see¢ 2y @ . NAY3AlF S aLaftlyY FyR (KS v daaind BbshiblIConflid Redolutoydand L
Foreign Policy in Multhnic Stags ed. Maya Shatzmiller (Montreal: McGilldzS Sy Q& | y A @S Nshbkina®RamtetNB a & =
Religion and Politics in PeSbcialist Central and Southeastern Europe: Challenges sinc@ b®8@n: Palgrave Macmillan, 2014);

alk NIAYylF ¢2LA06 K yReligion hithy Rodttigosiav @ohtéXiSohddn: Lexington Books, 2015); Reinhard Henkel
GLRSyGAGEe:E 9GKYAOAGE | yR Em&ding 8eographics yf Balidtl Brage St {LSMblidge Scholrs y & = €
Publishing, 2011): @1111.

2 Depatment of Statistics Bosnia and Herzegovitizavod za statistiku Bosne i Hercegovine Bilten n& Z&bvernment of the

Socialist Republic of Bosrdad Herzegovind 991).

R
H
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In April 1992, units of the INA began shelling the Bosnian capital of Sarajevo and were soon joined in their atte
by paramilitaryforcesloyal to the Bosnian Serb lead&a d o v a n .TKeviolandetuidkly spread to Eastern
Bosnia, wherdBosniaks Bosiian Muslimgliving in small villages atmvnss uc h as Vi Gegr ad,
were forced to flee their homes under heavy fire. In less than two monttesselfd e c | ar eRde pardd ri |
captured around twethirds of Bosnian territory througlcoordinated assaults by Bosnian Serb for(¢RS)
under the commandéfGe ner al Rat ko Ml adil and units of the J

The VRScontinued its advance throughout 1992, wreaking particular devastation across Eastern Bosnia. Tt
hastily assembled and poorly equidgemy of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina (RBiH) managed to hold
some positions along the front lines; however, their resistance was crippled, byexisteng international arms
embargo which greatly advantaged Serbian forces, securing their olgroyer the weapons supplies of the
JNA.

Apart from tipping the scales against the legitimate government of RBIiH in this manner, the internatione
communityds invol vement at the outset of the cort
humanitarian aid. Although the UN eschewed the possibility of military intervention, they did eventually deplo
international protection forces (UNPROFOR) to a numberofsaa | | ed UN Osafe areasbéo

These safe areas quickly became prime targétheVRSMeanwhile, the atrocities whis&RSinflicted on non
Serb populations throughout Bosnia grew more numerous and intense. Along with laying siege to a number
Bosnian towns and cities, including the capital of SarajewsRBmilitary and plitical leadership wereperating
numerous concentration and rape camps across the country. Rape and sexual torture became an integral p:
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of the Serbian genocidal campaign. In the patrilineal and often patriarchal sociBosmoaksthe forced
impregration of women as well as lurid acts of sexual violence against both women and men, were seen
effective means of decapitating local power structures and destroying the social fabric of communities.

While internationally mediated peace talks had re=alilin a number of proposal#)e Bosnian Serlmilitary

| e ad e umsvilingpessdo relinquish any of their acquired land doomed these proposals to failure. With no
end to the violence in sight, NATO leaders became gradually disposed to action. In #svérstise of force,
NATO fighters downed fouRSaircraft which vere in violation of the UN nefly zone in February 1994.

More isolated airstrikes againgRStargets were carried out later that year at the request of the UN, however
these attacks failed to bring an end to the conflict. In 1995, on the heels of theeBiea genocide and a series

of the VRSattacks on a Sarajevo market, more concentrated NATO airstrikes combined with tthee land
offensive launched by the Bosnian Arnmgether with local and regular Croat forced last succeeded in bringing
theBosman Serbs to the negotiating table. Serbian Pr
at the U.S. led peace negotiatiohsld in Dayton, Ohio in November 1995.

The resultant Dayton Accords, formally signed by all three parties to thelicotiiat December, at last put an
end to the war. After nearly four years of bloody conflict resulting in well over 100,000 casdalt&ss of
thousands of rapes, and 2.2 million displaced perSqmeace was finally achieved in Bosnia and Herzegovin

3 Earlier estimates of the overall casualties of the Bosnian War provided byt#radtional Committee of the Red Cross and other
sources range from 200,000 to 250,00Q.TY claimed at least 105,000 killed.
4Internal Displacement Monitoring Center, Bosnia and Herzegovina: Global Report on Internal Displacement (2018),
https://lwww.int ernatdisplacement.org/sites/default/files/201-85/GRID%202018%2620Figure%20Analysis%20
%20BOSNIA%20 %20HERZEGOVINA.pdf.
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In July 1995, the small town of Srebrenica in nattstern Bosnia became the epicenter of the most horrific
massacre in European history since the Second World War. In the course of just a few days, RS military ai
police forces killed over 8,00Bosniakmen and boys, and forcibly deported ov&5,000 women, children, and
elderly. This heinous massacre was the culmination of years of terror, persecution, and attrition, and was carrie
out within a UN designated 06 s aeragonahcorenaudity. The bhternationah e
Court of Justice (ICJ) and the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) ruled that the
crimes in Srebrenica were acts of genocide. All military and political activities carried out duriogettaion
which began after the fall of Srebrenica on July 11th, 1995 and ended five days later, had a single objective
total extermination of the Bosniak population of the Srebrenica enclave.

14



The Siege of Srebrenica

By spring of 1993, as a result tife persecutionof civiliansthroughout Eastern Bosnia, the population of
Srebrenica increased significantly, swelling to well over 50,000 people. From 1992 onward, the enclave was un
constant attack fronthe VRS Those wounded iWRSattacks in Srebrenica arguably suffered a worse fate than
death, as the town hospital had only six doctors and virtually no access to basic medical supplies. Hunger v
the defining characteristic of life in the enclave. Thewes food reserves were quakly depleted, and people
began eating everything they could fthdt was even remotely digestibl&he Venezuelan Ambassador to the
UN, Diego Arria, visited the enclave in the spri
motiongen oci de. O

On April 16th, 1993, in response to the escalating humanitarian crisis in Srebrenica, the UN Security Counc
adopted Resolution 819 which formally declared Si
UN protection forces arrived in Srebrenica and helped to mediate a ceasefire agreement which lasted almost
year. In the spring of 1994, the RS Army General Staff suspended the ceasefire and ordered the Drina Cor

under its command to reduce the enclave to the size of Srebréngca muni ci pal terri tor
After a year of continuous =escalation, RS presi
Commando6 in the spring of VRSE®B. cTeias edianme autnibear e

insecurity, with no bpe of further survival or life for the inhabitants of Srebrenica," through relentless military
onsl aughts and deprivation of humanitarian aid. I
95,0 the battl e pl aeaftarnoon aftiulydtihke VRScorentandersecetvedthe ooders t h
to put the plan into action.

The July 1995 Offensive

At three o6cl ock i n t h\&RSagan their attgck onrSreldranicayAdvaricing, from tBed |
south, they set fire to lhe Bosniak homes and villages in their path, forcing thousands of civilians to flee to the
UN base in the nearby town of Potolari where sev:

The RBIiH soldiers failed to prevent the Dutch troops from abandoning thbgervation posts, which fell one
after the other to the Serbian advance. By July 9thyiR&wvas poised just one kilometer outside the city center
of Srebrenica. The RBiH Army launched a counterattack the following day, briefly forcing the Serbsthaak to
starting positions, but their successwasshbrt ved. On July 11t h, Gener al
throng of assembled journalists, owe give this t
the Turks Pn this region.o

That very night, around 15,000 Bosniak men gathe
forests in an attempt to reach free territory. Well over twthirds of the men who embarked on this journey,
which would come to be known as ¢hDeath March, were eventually captured and killed byMR&

Meanwhil e, the UN compound in Potol ar i VRGsoldierbteok o m«
control of the camp, facing no resistance from the UN forces, as many as 6,000 refugreesrammed inside

the Dutch base while more than 20,000 others took shelter in surrounding buildings nearby. Conditions insid
the enclave were horrendous. In addition to shortages of food and wateBtsniakc i vi | i ans i n |

5t NPaSOdzi2N) g0 wl G112 aflRAOYE WIdzZRAYSY(iX HH b2OSYOSNI HAMTI +3
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unspeakable aise at the hands of théRSsoldiers. Survivors recount torture, beatings, gang rapes, and murders.
VRStroops soon began to separatosniakmen from their families. One woman recounts her husband being
taken away and horrific murder of her young son:

Then at 4:00 the next day, they took my husband away. My husband was with two of my children, a daughter
and my threeyearold son. They took my son out of his arms and just threw him on the ground. | was
screaming, but they didn't stop. Then they made mygthiéer break away from my husband, and they threw

her on the ground, too. And then my son Esmir .. ..t is just so hard to talk about this, | can't, it just breaks
my heart. .. .| was holding him in my arms. He was my son from my first marriage. \igehwegging, but

they took him away. They grabbed him and just slit his throat. They killed him. They made me drink his
blood. | just can't say anymore, | just candt,

The women, children, and elderly welgaded onto buses and forcibly deported to Kladanj. The men and boys
were taken to holding sites in and around Bratunac, and most were never seen alive again. In the course of har
a week's time, th&/RSslaughtered over 8,000 Bosniak men and boys thaound Srebrenica. Ovez5,000
women and children, many of whom reported rape and abuse at the hands oVRtesoldiers, were
simultaneously deported. Formally ruled a genocide by multiple verdicts of international courts, the crime:
committed in Srebenica in July 1995 constitute one of the darkest pages in human history.

Mass Executions

The first largescale mass execution occurred in ti@erska Valley , on July 13th, 1995. The victifngnen
between the ages of 14 and®Q@vere forced to line up along one side of the road whilRSsoldiers fired upon
them from the other side. Of the 150 victims, all but three were in civilian clothing, and many died with th
hands tied behind them.Their bodies were covered with dirt where they lay.

That same afternooW,RSsoldiers used hand grenades, rifles, and-tamik weapons to kilbver 1,300men in a
warehouse irkravica .? Most of these victims had beencaptdre i n a fi el d i n -3BGmedi | i
had already been murdered. While most of these men died by machine gun fire, some were exhibited kni
wounds, which led investigators to believe that the local civilian population likely played a pait dettas’

The buses used to forcibly deport refugees stopped in the towmn of G Where the women and children were
forced to proceedtoKladanp n f oot . Particularly i n the Julyil2thsd ¢
number of men had also managed to board the buse
out, bound at the wrist with telephone wire, and systematicallyoexed™®

8 dzyly wA3IKKSE TFHOHOKZT {CMBdNBGBA QT I PRIGOE S0 OSSN 8BS LM PBp = Hc P
t NBP &S0dzii 2 NJ @& 9838, Rudgmierit, @1, (AlBsTi2A 2001). L ¢
8 bid., 72
pSHKSNIFYRa LyadAddziS F2NJ 21N 520dzvySy il diAaz2ys atwléSEbyehiaaYA ¢ K
Wi T IHNBMMZ ¢ b
10t NP aSOdzii 2 NJ @& ®8ovd RAZE f WAZR IYWHRYIRD 51 dX 06! dzAdzald HZ HAaamML O
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Beginning in the early morning on July 1¥&Ssoldiers tookaroundl1,000prisoners to the town ofOrahovac.

They detained the prisoners in the overcrowded gymnasium of the Grabavci school with no food or water, anc
they led the prisoners to bedve that they would be handed over to the UN in a prisoner exchange. InM&R],
soldiers blindfolded the men and took them to an execution site one kilometer from the school, where they
lined the prisoners up and shot them.Those who survived were slgain. The execution site consisted of two
adjacent fields, so when one field filled up with bodies, the firing squads merely switched to the other fiels
Gener al Ml adi | hi mself was reportedly present at

Between July 14th antbth,VRSsoldiers detained more than@O0 men in similarly horrible conditions at a
school inPetkovci. Prisoners suffered unspeakable physical abuse at the hands ¥R®soldiers. Some
prisoners resorted to drinking their own urine because of thebearable heat and dehydratioRSsoldiers

took the men outside in small groups, forced them to strip to the waist and remove their shoes, and bound their
wrists behind their backs. These men were then transported to a nearby dam, where they wereupread
shot?

As many a4,200 prisoners were transported to an overcrowded gymnasium in the village of Pilica on July 14t
Here VRSsoldiers again denied them food and water; several prisoners reportedly died of dehydration in the
course of theirtwodg s 6 det e nt i YRGsoldigrsntiedtheseynenlirehaink restraints and transported
them to the Branjevo Military Farm. VRSsoldiers often beat and humiliated the men before mowing them
down with machine guns. The slaughter of innocent prisoners continued into the next day. Men who were no
killed instantly were left to suffer prolonged, painful deaths from their injurigsr Alhese executions were
completed, theVRSsoldiers proceeded to the Pilica Culture Center where they killed another 500 men with
grenades and rifle firg.

The final mass execution of arourdlgd0® men near the village &ozluk took place sometime betwen July

15th and 16tH! Numerous smaller scale executions continued to take place however, including the executior
of ten Bosnian men on July 19th in the vicinityN&zuk ,'> and the killing of 150 Bosnian menNalesi*
around July 20th.

11 |bid., 7780.
12 |bid., 8183.
13 |bid., 8789.
4t N2 a SOdzi 2 NJ @& ®04812TYSedohdDectsiSnNdIRespect td_Stebreniradll Facts, 9, (September 30, 2009).
15 bid., 10.
6t N2 ASOdzii2NJ gad whkR2GLFYy YINIYROAS [yR whkiil2 aflRASZ ! NOKAGS
https://web.archive.org/web/20090829194758/http://www.un.org/icty/indictment/english/kai951116e.htm
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The CoverUp

Within the context of the Bosnian genocide, denial took place simultaneously with the killing, deportation, an
operation of concentration camps. During and in the immediate aftermath of the Srebrenica genocide, th
perpetrators continuously lietb the international community about the events which took place in and around
the enclave, and participated in the systematic concealment, destruction, and contamination of all evidence
these criminal activities The most exacting part of the caydt the burial, exhumation, and reburial of
victimgi was usually carried out under the cover of night, through some manner of cooperation between
military, police, and civilian structures.

War -Time Subterfuge

The disinformation campaign surrounding the Srebrenica genocide began the nvtiRSbmitces initiated their
attack on the enclave. RS political and military
carried outby RBiH or ces from within the UN oO0Osafe zoned t
|l etter to the commander of UN troops in Bosnia, R
attacks from the enclave which targeted Serb civiliand had resulted in more than one hundred casualties.
Regarding the i mpending genocide in Srebrenica, |
activities are not ai meMl aadgialidnss tc |caiiithfidly, echaslasbycattrer wter
elements of theRepublika Srpskaolitical and military establishment, were objectively false.

Despite openly declaring in front of news crews
fellow officers went to extraordinary measures to make their intentions in Srebrenica appear anything but
genocidal. The day after this publicized announcement for example, a fire engine and several cistern trucks arri
in Potolari from t he RRESofficeradistributechbreadydandieseandewaterdronotime
trucks to the Bosniak refugees. As soon as the cameras were turned off however, the soldiers took back th
food and water, leaving the gathered mass confused and frightened.

VRS soldiersrepeatedlyt ol d t he Dutch UN officers and the cr
surrendered would be hurt. On the same day as th
Srebrenica that oall who wi sallybungagdold. Wont He aftaid, just take n -
it easy. Let the women and children go first ... No one will harm y&uShortly thereaftelyRSsoldiers began
separating the men from the women and children.

This was done under the pretext of vetting tmeale population for war criminals, but reality,no such vetting
was taking place/RSs ol di ers t ook the entirety of Srebreni
detention centers and then to sites of mass execution. In an even more audéead s deceptior’/RSsoldiers
appropriated UN wuniforms and transport vehicl es

TP YEFYGKE t26SNE a. 2ayAly {SNba {SATS W{IFS I NBI QT CHHet 27F

Washington Postluly 12, 1995.
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international peacekeeping forcé®RSsoldier were able to carry out atrocities with greater alacrity and under
less initidscrutiny.

The UN troops stationed at the enclave were not merely innocent bystanders, but directly facilitated the Bosnian
Serbsd deceit through both action and inaction.
Dutch troops failed o report clear indications of a looming offensive including troop movements, the presence
of new reinforcements, and large shipments of fuel and supplies arriving at the enclave. As the genocide
Srebrenica unfolded, this complicity and dereliction diycan the part of the UN battalion continued. Not only
did Dutch troops fail to make any effort to inte
report obvious escalations in the nat dafietentolh thea he
investigations which followed the fall of the enclave, even more shocking allegations of Dutch misconduct duri
the genocide in Srebrenica surfaced, including the suppression and destruction of both incriminating al
potentially lifesaving evidencé’

OAsanacijaodé and the Destruction of Eviden

In July of 1995,théRSat t e mpt ed t o hi de their crimes by bury.i
of primary mass graves in proximity to the execution sites. The public discovery of these mass graves, howev
precipitated an even more elaborate and sophisticateeerup operation between August and November 1995.
During this period, th&/RSexhumed the bodies from most of the primary gravesites and, in a highly organized
and systematic process, transported them to a number of smaller secondary grave sites. ©am@sions, the
VRSexhumed the bodies buried in these secondary graves, transported them, and interred them a third time i
tertiary mass graves. The reburial operation was referred t@asanacija term signifying sanitation or hygiene
measuresThe g/stematic process of robbing of mass graves and subsequently redistributing the remains |
secondary and tertiary locations in an attempt to cowgr mass murder is a phenomenon which has not been
seen outside the context of the Bosnian genocide anywhése ia the world.

The coverup operation was initially undertaken in secret by engineering units of the Zvornik and Bratunac
brigades operating under the direction of the main staff o MR&SWhen military resources proved insufficient

for the enormity o the task at hand however, RS leaders were forced to engage civilian manpower ant
infrastructure in their criminal enterprise, including private sanitation companies from both Zvornik and
Bratunac?

Even bearing in mind similar operations undertakenhgy $erbian Interior Ministry in Kosovo in 1999 the
coverup operation following the Srebrenica genocide is remarkable not only for its level of organization, bu
also for its sheer expansiveness. While the exhumation, transportation, and reburialusiathds of bodies can

be ordered by a single person, such a laborious and elaborate undertaking requires the work, resources, al
complicity of hundreds if not thousands of individuals.

19 According to the Human Rights Watch repdifte Fall of Srebrenica and the Failure of UN Peacekedpétg is credible evidence
that! b GNB2LJA &dzZLlJLINBSaaSR | fAad 2F YAaaAiAy3ad YSy FNRY GK$het 22
enclave, as well as destroyed video footage of human rights abuses by VRS soldiers at the Dutch base.
209 YA NJ { StebrertaaCBECSarajevo: Vrijeme, 2017), 3.
21 bid.
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The legal as well as social implications of such widespread paitoigae staggering. While only a handful of
highranking and influential leaders will be tried and convicted for the atrocities committed in Srebrenica, the
coverup connivance demonstrates that not only these leaders but a large segment of society veasfawaat

took place in Srebrenica, and more importantly of its illegality. War may be waged by the few and powerful; killir
may be carried out by a more numerous but still select armed contingency; an organized and covert conspira
to conceal evidenca the form of thousands of mutilated bodies, however, incriminates entire communities, and
underscores the larger social project of which Srebrenica was only a part.

The destruction of documentary evidence in the aftermath of war crimes was another gtstesomponent

of the RScampaign of concealment and denial. As the ICTY testimonies of s&R&atsiders indicate, after
carefully documenting their crimes in accordance to standard procedure, an extensive operation wa
subsequently undertaken to destroy those documents which were deemed potentially incriminating. In th
course of admitting theirgul t bef ore the 1 CTY, Momir Nikolil and
attempt by the Drina Corps and its units to destroy all documents pertaining to the genocidal operation in
Srebrenica. Ni kol i | stat ed tHad destraypdoah dotuments iretatgd td h
Srebrenica in the presence of his superior offidr®br enovi | , on the other han
leading up to the 1999 NATO airstrikes in Kosovo, that the Drina Corps systematically relocateGadilmenica
related documents to JNA Serbia, in order to prevent their discovery by international troops in Bosnia and
Herzegovind®

Unearthing the Evidence

In August 1995, US Secretary of State Madeline Albright released the first evidence of the orimneisted in
Srebrenica to the international community. In a closed session of the UN Security Council, Albright presente:
aerial photos captured by US military spy planes showing recently dug mass graves in Nova Kasaba. Shc
thereafter, David Rhode, almerican journalist, visited the location identified in the photographs, and came upon
what appeared to be a decomposing human leg sticking out of the ground, as well as various personal effe
belonging tothe victims In light of these revelations, a tr@ilous investigation ensued to uncover the truth
about the crimes which took place in Srebrenica in July 1995, and to hold the perpetrators accountable unde
international law.

The expansive covarp operation undertaken by th#RSmade the work of invaigators and DNA analysts
decidedly more difficult. US intelligence experts played a critical role in using satellite photography to identi
the locations of mass graves, which were then excavated and analyzed by teams of international scientists.
identification of victims exhumed from the mass graves in and around Srebrenica has been arduous ta
Throughout the VRScoverup, bodies in various stages of decomposition were exhumed, transported, and
reburied, sometimes multiple times, using heavy maciiburing this process the bodies underwent further
disarticulation in addition to the commingling of remains, which greatly complicated the identification process. |
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and Acceptance of Responsibility, 6 May 2003, ICTY.
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some instances, the remains of one individual have been found at as many as frant djfevesites, and as
many as thirteen DNA tests have thus been necessary to identify a single victim.

Nevertheless, years of painstaking effort on the part of international scientists have allowed investigators 't
reconstruct the atrocities which took lpce in Srebrenica. Through comparisons of soil, tissue samples, clothing
fragments, and other evidence from the scenes of these crimes, we have come to understand where and hc
the victims were killed, and the process in which their bodies were relocaredng a network of dozens of
mass graves. To date, 94 mass gravesites have been exhumed in Srebrenica, and the remains of over 6,900 vi
have been positively identifiéd.

The search continues for the more than/@0 victims who are still missing, hew e r . For wviecti
process of identifying the remains of their loved ones is often emotionally traumatic. In most cases, only parti
remains of a victim are able to be recovered, identified, and prepared for burial érglgrenicaMemorial
Cemetery in Potolari. Even when families are abl
the burial of even fragmentary remains, their pain is seldom over. In many cases, additional remains of a vic
are recovered even after thinitial burial, and these families mustlikee their anguish with the recovery and
internment of each new fragment.

BLYGSNYlFGA2Y T [/ 2YYAAdaaAzy 2y aidaiyd t SNE2YAEAX Gf NSoNByAOl
content/uploads/2017/06/srebrenicanglish2019.pdf.
21



PROSECUTION AND CONVICTIONS

Ljub Bra

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia was established by the United Nations Securit
Council in 1993 to prosecute the mass killings and serious violations of international law that were committec
during the Bosnian War.While the IY was formally dissolved in December 2017, the residual functions of the
court including the overseeing of sentences and consideration of appeals continue under the jurisdiction of tr
International Residual Mechanism for Criminal Tribunals (IRMCT).

Soon after its establishment, the court indicted
Commander of theYyRS Rat ko Ml adi |, for genocide in Srebret
and sixteen years later respectivelyea hiding for over a decade in Serbia and theTR8.Appeals Court found

KaradHi |l guilty of genocide in (SarehB02019Mk a ddarrently s e 1

awaiting his appeal judgment, afsdsobeing sentenced to lifim prison(November 22, 2017)
22



InMayl 9 9 6 Dr a He wasBantéreed tdweals imprisonment for violations de laws and customs
of war. Thistrial wasa crucial source ahomentumearlyin the charge to confront perpetrators and seek justice
for the crimes committed in Srebrenica.

In 2001, the I CTY convicted Gener al Radi sl av Krs
(a sentence which was reduced to 35 years imprisonment in 2005). This was the first judgment by the Hag
Tribunal for genocide.

Il n June 2010, for mer RS Army officers Lieutenant
sentenced to lifemprisonment for the genocide of BosniaksSrebrenica, and later convicted on charges of
conspiracy in a joint criminal enterprise. Five more RS army and police personnel subsequently received pris
sentences for their involvement the Srebrenicaperation In addition to the sentencing aé more RS army

and police personnel: 2nd Lieutenant Drago Ni kol i
t he Speci al Police Brigade of the RS, Ljubomir I
of the Zvornik Brigade/i nko Pandurevi | (13 years imprisonment
Deputy Chief of Staff, of the Main Staff of RS Radivoje Mileti] (18 year

Milan Gvero (5 years imprisonment).

Ratko Mladi
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